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In January 1933 Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany and almost immediately the 
dismissals from universities of non-Aryans and other “undesirables” began. Within three 
years over one thousand scholars were dismissed, including some sixty mathematicians. 
Relief organizations were set up in many countries. One of the earliest was the Academic 
Assistance Council, founded in the United Kingdom during May of 1933. The aims of the 
AAC were to act as a center for information and to raise a fund to provide maintenance for 
displaced university teachers. This article is an attempt to describe the plight of displaced 
mathematicians and the response of the British academic community. o ~36 Academic PICSS, 
ItIC. 
Allemagne, janvier 1933. Adolf Hitler devient Chancelier et commence presque aussit& a 
expulser des universites les juifs et autres indtsirables. Au tours des trois an&es qui 
suivirent, plus de mille savants, dont soixante mathematiciens, furent ainsi congedi6s. Des 
organismes de secours furent c&es dans plusieurs pays. L’une des premieres fut 1’Academic 
Assistance Council, fondle au Royaume-Uni en mai 1933. L’AAC avait pour objectif de 
devenir un centre d’information et de receuillir des fonds afin de venir en aide aux universi- 
taires congedies. Dans cet article, nous tentons de d&ire le triste sort subit par ces mathe- 
maticiens ainsi que la reaction de la communaute universitaire britannique. 0 1986 Academic 
press, Inc. 
Im Januar 1933 wurde Hitler Deutschlands Reichskanzler. Er begann sofort, “Nicht- 
Arier” und andere unerwiinschte Personen von den Universitaten zu entlassen. Hilfsotgani- 
sationen wurden in vielen anderen Llndem gegriindet. Eine der ersten von ihnen war die 
Academic Assistance Council, die im Mai 1933 in Grossbritanien entstand. Die Ziele der 
AAC waren, ein Auskunfts Zentrum zu bilden und Geld fur die gefltichteten Gelehrten zu 
sammeln. In den ersten drei Jahren wurden iiber tausend Gelehrte entlassen, dartiber circa 
60 Mathematiker. Dieser Artikel versucht, die personlichen Schicksale. dieser Mathemati- 
ker, zu schildem und die Reaktion der britischen Akademiker zu beschreiben. o 1986 Aca- 
demic Press. Inc. 
1. THE CRISIS 
On January 30, 1933, Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. Two months 
later, after mass arrests and intimidation, he forced through the Reichstag an 
Enabling Act giving the new Government power to issue decrees independently of 
the legislature and the President. One of the first decrees, issued on April 7, 1933, 
was designed to “reconstruct” the Civil Service, which included the German 
universities. This decree and its amendments were responsible for the dismissal of 
large numbers of university staff and prevented many research students from 
obtaining employment in German universities. 
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Although Jews were a principal target, the decree was aimed also at Commu- 
nists and other individuals classified as “undesirable.” Paragraph 3 of the decree 
(known popularly as the Arierparagruph) dealt with the non-Aryans; paragraph 4 
threatened retrospectively those civil servants who, during their earlier life, had 
undertaken political activities unacceptable to the new regime. 
Paragraph 3. (1) Officials who are not of Aryan origin are to be dismissed. As far as 
honorary ofiicials are concerned, they are to be released from all official connections. 
(2) [Sub] paragraph (1) does not apply to officials who were already officials on August 1st. 
1914, or who fought at the Front for the German Empire or for her allies during the War or 
whose fathers or sons fell in the War. Further exceptions may be made by the Minister of the 
Interior in consultation with the appropriate State Minister or the chief district authorities. 
Paragraph 4. (1) Officials whose previous political activities do not offer the assurance that 
they will invariably and without reserve support the National State may be dismissed. Their 
usual salary will be paid to them for a period of three months after dismissal. After three 
months they will receive three-quarters of their pension and the relevant “family dependent” 
pensions. [High Commission for Refugees 1935, 51 
The exceptions made in the Arierparugruph were often ignored and were later 
partly abandoned. 
It is difficult to obtain accurate figures for the number of university staff who 
were actually dismissed. This is due not only to the problem of compiling a 
reliable list, but also to the question of the definition of “dismissed.” Some staff 
were dismissed and later reinstated; others were transferred from one university 
to another, sometimes more than once and with a series of salary cuts; still others 
resigned before the expected dismissal notice could be delivered. In its annual 
reports the Academic Assistance Council (AAC) gave figures of 1202 [1934], 
approximately 1300 [ 19351, and 1400 [ 19381. These numbers relate to Germany 
alone; by 1938 dismissals in countries such as Austria and Italy had increased the 
total. 
Another source of information has been provided by Edward Hartshorne 
[1937], who described the state of German universities in the 1930s. His figures, 
covering the period up to April 1936, came mainly from the Kulender der reichs- 
deutschen Uniuersitiiten und Hochschuien and the files of the AAC. Combining 
these lists, he arrived at the figure of 1145 dismissed university professors. The 
AAC files contained another 539 names, those of Assistants, workers at nonun- 
iversity scientific institutes, recent graduates who had held no academic posts, 
and miscellaneous intellectuals. Hartshorne divided the grand total (apart from 
the miscellaneous intellectuals) according to academic discipline and gave the 
number of mathematicians to be 60. The discrepancy between this figure and that 
of 44 given in the first AAC annual report [ 19341 may be accounted for partly by 
the two-year time gap and partly by the additional categories of recent graduates 
and others. The AAC total of 1202 included “only those who held academic 
positions in universities and institutions of university rank” [1934]. Nevertheless, 
it can safely be said that between 1933 and the April of 1936, at least 60 mathemati- 
cians had been dismissed or were without a university place of employment be- 
cause of the decree of April 7, 1933, and its amendments. Of these, probably 
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between 44 and 50 were university professors; the remainder were made up of 
Assistants and recent graduates. (See the papers by Pinl [1969, 1971, 1972, 1974, 
19761 and by Pin1 and Furtmfiller [1973] for an almost complete list of mathemati- 
cians dismissed by the Nazis). 
2. THE IMMEDIATE BRITISH RESPONSE 
Lord Beveridge [ 19591 has described the immediate British response to the Nazi 
dismissals. At the end of March 1933, before the decree of April 7, Beveridge, 
Ludwig von Mises, Lionel Robbins, and others were at a cafe in Vienna when an 
evening paper was brought in. Von Mises read out the names of a dozen profes- 
sors who were to be dismissed. 
As Mises read out the names to our growing indignation, Robbins and I decided that we 
would take action in the London School of Economics to help scholars in our subjects who 
should come under Hitler’s ban. [Beveridge 1959, 11 
Beveridge posted the newspaper cutting to the Secretary of the London School of 
Economics to prepare the ground for action, and on his return to London he took 
the lead in establishing an Academic Freedom Fund, financed largely by a volun- 
tary contribution from the salaries of LSE staff members, to help displaced 
scholars of economics and political science [Adams 1968, 71. But help on a na- 
tional scale was needed. At the beginning of May, Beveridge spent the weekend at 
Cambridge, where, following discussions with George Trevelyan, Gowland 
Hopkins, and Lord Rutherford, the AAC was conceived. On May 24, the forma- 
tion of the AAC was announced by the British press in a statement signed by 41 
distinguished scholars (but not including a single mathematician) [The Times, May 
24, 19331. The purpose of the AAC was twofold; first, to raise a fund to provide 
maintenance for displaced university scholars, and second, to act as a center of 
information, to put them in touch with the institutions that could best help. 
The authors of the statement did not intend to restrict their assistance to a single 
religious or even national group. 
The issue raised at the moment is not a Jewish one alone; many who have suffered or are 
threatened have no Jewish connection. The issue, though raised acutely at the moment in 
Germany, is not confmed to that country. We should like to regard any funds entrusted to us 
as available for University teachers and investigators of whatever country who, on grounds of 
religion, political opinion or race are unable to carry on with their work in their own country. 
[Academic Assistance Council 19331 
The response to the AAC appeal was immediate and gratifying. By the time of the 
first AAC meeting on June 1, 1933, approximately f10,OOO had been raised. Emi- 
nent scholars had agreed to be associated with the venture. Rutherford was Presi- 
dent; C. S. Gibson of the Chemistry Department at Guy’s Hospital and Beveridge 
became Honorary Secretaries; A. V. Hill of University College, London, and Sir 
Frederic Kenyon, Director of the British Museum, became Vice-Presidents. The 
full-time Secretary was to be Walter Adams, who remained with the Council until 
August 1938. Two names which were added a little later were those of Major 
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Greenwood of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (Honorary 
Treasurer) and Esther Simpson (Assistant Secretary). 
3. THE FIRST DISMISSALS 
During that same month, on May 13, the Manchester Guardian published a list 
of 194 university teachers who had been dismissed. Among these were the mathe- 
maticians Richard Courant, Emmy Noether, and Felix Bernstein (Gottingen); 
Adolf Frankel (Kiel); Kurt Reidemeister (Konigsberg); Reinhold Baer (Halle); 
Issai Schur (Berlin); Stefan Cohn-Vossen (Koln); and Ludwig Hopf (Aachen). But 
Courant had not been dismissed; rather, he was on “forced leave” [Reid 19761. 
The report about Reidemeister, who was not Jewish, was true; however, he 
fought his dismissal and was eventually reinstated. And Schur managed to stave 
off his dismissal for another two years [Pin1 & Furtmtiller 19731. 
In London on May 26, two days after the announcement of the formation of the 
AAC, G. B. Jeffrey of University College was writing tentatively to the Assistant 
Secretary of the Royal Society on behalf of Otto Szasz. 
I am not certain as to whom I should approach with regard to the work of the Committee 
recently formed to deal with scientists displaced from the German universities, but as I 
believe that the Royal Society is providing office accommodation, I have no doubt that you 
will know to whom to hand this letter. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Szasz] 
Szasz was not formally dismissed from the University of Frankfurt until Septem- 
ber 1, 1933; the reason cited was the Arkparagraph. 
One of the first mathematicians to appeal to the AAC for personal help was 
Boris Kaufmann, born in 1904 in Russia, and of Jewish origin. He was dimissed 
from the University of Heidelberg in the summer of 1933, and by June 6 he was 
writing to the AAC. 
Having read in the Times of the formation of the Academic Assistance Council, 1 have 
resolved to address myself to you. As a mathematician, Dr. Phil. nat. of Heidelberg Univer- 
sity, I was to have become Privat Dozent at the University here at the beginning of this year. 
For years I have carried on research work under the most unfavourable of conditions, but the 
present circumstances oblige me to appeal to a public institution for the first time in my life. 
[Academic Assistance Council archives, Kaufmann] 
The Allocation Committee of the AAC, forced to decide the merits of compet- 
ing claims, asked for recommendations from the leading scholars in the country. 
Perhaps because no mathematician was involved in the setting up of the Council, 
such requests on behalf of mathematicians were initially somewhat random. Kauf- 
mann’s name was first sent to R. H. Fowler at Cambridge, who in turn suggested 
G. H. Hardy. The latter was already involved with the work of rescue, as a letter 
of his indicates. 
New College, Oxford (for the next 3 months) 
Dear Professor Gibson, Yes: I shall of course be glad to give you any help I can. I am 
already in correspondence with Sir Philip Hartog about one or two cases. [Academic Assis- 
tance Council archives, Hardy] 
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The letter is not dated, but is certainly from the year 1933. The bracketed phrase 
suggests that it was written in the early summer, for Hardy had left Oxford in 
1931, returning to New College for the long vacations. Hartog was Chairman of 
the Jewish Academic Committee (later the Professional Committee) which was set 
up by the Jewish community, also in May 1933. 
Hardy soon became one of the principal mathematicians supporting the AAC. 
Later, when panels of advisers for individual disciplines were set up, all applica- 
tions from mathematicians went to Hardy for his advice, “and in his case actual 
personal help” [Esther Simpson, personal communication]. 
The majority of applicants gave the Arierparugruph as the ground for their dis- 
missal. The decree of April 7 had stipulated that non-Aryans were to be dismissed; 
but the decree itself did not define what “non-Aryan” meant. This was partially 
rectified four days later when a regulation defined a “non-Aryan” as a person 
having one grandparent or parent who was “Jewish’‘-the latter was defined in 
turn to mean any person who adhered to the Jewish religion. The AAC had fewer 
problems with definitions. From the outset it had clearly laid down the wup it 
planned to aid; the purpose of the organization was to help university professors 
and researchers who had been displaced. This rule was strictly followed; school- 
teachers, doctors, dentists, lawyers, musicians, and similar professionals Cere 
not helped by the AAC. But the dividing line was not quite so sharp in the case of 
some mathematics graduates who, though not dismissed, were clearly ineligible 
on racial grounds to take up a post in a German university. Felix Behrend, who 
had been a student at Berlin since 1929, wrote to the AAC in the December of 1933 
asking for a grant in order to study for a Ph.D. at Cambridge. He was refused; 
such a grant was outside the scope of the Council. Yet one year later the AAC 
collaborated with the International Student Service to fund the expenses of Olaf 
Helmer, a research student at Bedford College, London. 
4. THE AAC-FINANCE AND PLACEMENTS 
From the outset the major problem faced by the AAC was a paucity of funds in 
the face of a lengthening list of dismissals from axis universities. The f10,OOO 
which had been raised by June 1, 1933, had grown to over f13,OOO within a year, 
but this was clearly inadequate for any large-scale rescue mission. The grants 
offered to refugee scholars were at the rate of f250 per annum for a married person 
and f182 per annum for a single person. Ignoring staff salaries and administrative 
expenses, the maximum number who could receive aid on that scale was between 
50 and 70. The AAC was, in fact, able to offer full support to 49 scholars and 
partial support to an additional 90 during the first year of its operation. 
Hardy was acutely aware of the seriousness of the financial position. In October 
1933 he passed on to the AAC a letter from Jacques Hadamard, written on behalf 
of Stefan Bergmann. The reply from the AAC to Hardy, dated October 27, 1933, 
contained the sentence: 
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For your own information I should state that our funds are at present exhausted and there is a 
long waiting list of very deserving cases, so that the prospects of Dr. Bergmann are not very 
bright. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Bergmann] 
Money, however, was not the only problem, as this letter reveals: 
In any case there is one special consideration, namely that he is a Pole with a Polish passport, 
and the view is taken by the Home Office that persons who are not of German nationality and 
have been displaced by recent events, should return to their own countries and not seek 
refuge here. 
(The response of the British government will be examined briefly later.) 
Immediately after its formation, the AAC requested financial support from both 
the Rockefeller Foundation and the Carnegie Corporation. While neither refused 
to cooperate, both attached conditions to their aid. The Rockefeller Foundation 
agreed to set aside funds to help British universities employ displaced scholars, 
but insisted that in each case an appreciable contribution should come from other 
sources. The Carnegie Corporation required no outside money, but demanded 
that the fellowships be limited to universities and similar institutions within the 
British Empire; for this purpose, the British Empire excluded the Hebrew Univer- 
sity in Palestine and all universities of the United Kingdom itself. The first restric- 
tion disappointed Beveridge, but it was politically necessary. Hardy was particu- 
larly unhappy about the second, probably because he wished to use the crisis to 
strengthen mathematics in the United Kingdom. On December 8, 1934, Hardy 
wrote to the AAC. 
There are several men whom I should wish to recommend very strongly-for example, 
Heilbronn (perhaps the best of all the mathematical refugees) and Rado. But I should wish to 
see them here, or at Oxford, and not in Canada and Australia. [Academic Assistance Council 
archives, Hardy] 
The Carnegie Corporation remained adamant and Hardy was forced to admit 
defeat. He regretted the restriction, but still wished to press strongly on behalf of 
Hans Heilbronn and Richard Rado for “anything that [was] going.” Apparently 
the AAC still did not quite realize just what the Corporation was proposing. On 
February 18, 1935, the AAC received from the Carnegie Corporation a letter 
explaining that it was not the case that a system of three-year fellowships had been 
set up; neither were applications being invited from German scholars. 
The Corporation has agreed, however, to consider specific proposals from universities of the 
British Dominions and Colonies. If  a university is convinced that a certain German scholar 
will fill a gap on its staff as a guest professor, and if the university can show that there is a 
reasonable possibility of providing a permanent position for the scholar, the Corporation will 
be glad to give consideration to a grant to cover the salary for a period not to exceed two 
years. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Baer] 
The previous week, Hardy had passed on to the AAC some letters he had 
received from T. G. Room, soon to become Professor of Mathematics in Sydney. 
These letters encouraged Hardy to believe that it might still be possible to obtain 
for Rado a Carnegie fellowship in Australia; but in the end his hopes came to 
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nothing. Although the dismissal of Richard Rado from Berlin became effective on 
October 1, 1933, he had already arrived in England before that date. In August 
1933 the AAC had received from E. Finlay Freundlich of Potsdam a letter intro- 
ducing Rado; it requested that Rado be put in touch with those in the United 
Kingdom who could advise him. The AAC passed Freundlich’s request on to Selig 
Brodetsky, Professor of Applied Mathematics at Leeds and a member of the 
executive committees of the Zionist World Organisation and the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine. By October 13, Rado had been offered a two-year scholarship of 
f300 per year by Sir Robert Mond, who had been approached by F. A. Linde- 
mann, then of the Clarendon Laboratory, Oxford, and later to be the scientific 
adviser to Winston Churchill. So, until October 1935, Rado was secure as a Ph.D. 
student at Cambridge. 
Reinhold Baer, dismissed as Priuat Dozent from Halle, was in a similar posi- 
tion. The head of the Mathematics Department at Manchester, L. J. Mordell, had 
moved quickly when a scheme had been established by the University to assist 
refugee scholars from Germany. He invited Baer to Manchester for two years, 
from October 1933, as an Honorary Research Fellow. Mordell, like Hardy, tried 
to make use of the Carnegie scheme. He had corresponded with McGill Univer- 
sity, but the condition that a post eventually be made permanent thwarted his 
efforts. This episode illustrates that within some sections of the New World 
community there was a reluctance to take in refugees, perhaps even a degree of 
hostility. On June 3, 1935, Mordell wrote to the AAC of his failure. 
I have just heard from Professor W. L. G. Williams of McGill. He informs me that they 
cannot do anything for Dr. Baer as the staff are opposed to the appointment of a German to a 
vacancy. I suppose that if the unfortunate condition as to permanent posts after two years had 
not been imposed, they would have been glad to have him. [Academic Assistance Council 
archives, Baerl 
But Baer did not have to wait for long; in that same year he moved to the Institute 
of Advanced Study at Princeton. 
Hans Heilbronn was notified in July 1933 that he would be dismissed on the 
following October 1. During the summer of 1933, while he was Assistant to Ed- 
mund Landau at Gottingen, he met the Cambridge mathematician Harold Daven- 
port. Toward the end of 1933 Heilbronn moved to England, and Hardy and Dav- 
enport tried to find a university position for him. Invitations were no problem, but 
finance was lacking. Mordell was keen to get Heilbronn to Manchester, but was 
unable to offer any financial support at all. However, H. R. HassC at the Univer- 
sity of Bristol had earlier asked members of the local Jewish community if they 
would raise money to support a young mathematician. Harald Bohr recommended 
Heilbronn, and on November 8, Has& wrote to the AAC asking for help if he 
could not raise 2200 per annum locally. The MC replied that their grant to a 
single man was only f182 per annum and, therefore, the Committee was unlikely 
to agree to contribute to a sum exceeding that amount. Meanwhile, Hasse’s nego- 
tiations in Bristol were not running smoothly. On November 29, he reported to the 
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AAC that he had been promised only f7.5 per annum for three years. By December 
9, this yearly sum had been increased by f65 “chiefly from colleagues at the 
University.” A $40 gap remained, but six days later Has& was able to make an 
offer of a scholarship to Heilbronn, who moved to Bristol on January 16, 1934. 
The AAC must have contributed toward the difference of f40, for Heilbronn is 
mentioned, though not by name, in the first Annual Report dated May 1, 1934. In 
pride of place among the “extracts from reports on work being conducted by 
German scholars working in England on grants from the AAC,” appear Hardy’s 
words that Heilbronn 
. . . has finished an exceptional piece of work which will make a considerable sensation 
when it appears and add greatly to his status. [Academic Assistance Council archives, 
Heilbronn: First Annual Report 19341 
This refers to Heilbronn’s proof of the Gauss conjecture on class numbers of 
imaginary quadratic number fields [Heilbronn 19341. 
The first Annual Report of the AAC showed the extent of the problem facing the 
displaced scholars and cited the various relief organizations. In just over a year 
1202 scholars had been displaced, yet only 389 of these had succeeded in finding 
any kind of post, either in industry, at a research institute, or at a university. 
Moreover, most of these posts were temporary. According to the AAC, 178 of 
these were working in the United Kingdom, 39 being self-supporting. The largest 
number, 67, found positions at the University of London; this number included 26 
at the medical and dental schools. Next was Cambridge with 3 1, then Oxford with 
17, Manchester with 16, and Edinburgh with 6. Of the 211 placed abroad, 58 went 
to the United States, 41 to France, 33 to the new University of Istanbul in Turkey, 
26 to Holland, and 17 to Palestine. (See [Bentwich 1953; Duggan & Drury 19481 
for further details of international rescue.) 
Of 44 displaced mathematicians, 21 had been found temporary positions, but 
only 4 of these were in the United Kingdom. The Annual Report did not name the 
individuals, but the records indicate that the four were Heilbronn, Baer, Kauf- 
mann, and Kurt Mahler. Although Courant was at Cambridge in May 1934, he had 
not been dismissed from his university position; so it is not likely that he was 
counted among the 44. Kaufmann was one of the first to apply for help from the 
AAC, but he did not become a grantee of the Council until two years later. He had 
left Germany in September 1933 at the invitation of the Leeds Academic 
Assistance Council and remained at Leeds until 1935. Kaufmann probably re- 
ceived a research fellowship, but he is also described (in the archives) as a special 
research student (the significance of the word “special” is not elucidated). At 
Leeds, Kaufmann collaborated with H. D. Ursell, who had arrived from Cam- 
bridge in the same year, and together they wrote two papers. Ursell became 
Kaufmann’s friend and mentor, later founding a Trust Fund in Kaufmann’s name 
when the latter’s health broke down in 1940 [Young 19701. When the Leeds grant 
terminated, Kaufmann received an invitation to lecture at Cambridge. He was 
offered only g75 for the session 1935-1936, and he wrote to the AAC asking for a 
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supplementary grant. The initial reply was not encouraging, but in July 1935 the 
Allocation Committee granted Kaufmann 275 for the year. He remained at Cam- 
bridge until 1938. 
The final member of the displaced quartet working in the United Kingdom was 
Kurt Mahler. He left Giittingen in 1933 and, after a brief stay in Amsterdam, 
moved in September to the court of Mordell at Manchester. But Mordell was 
unable to offer him a fellowship, and Mahler was obliged to live off his own 
money. He left Manchester in 1934, probably in June after the Annual Report had 
been published. By that time, Mordell had found him f50 for the following ses- 
sion, but Mahler had already received an offer from the Groningen Relief Fund for 
Jewish Savants and chose instead to move to Holland for two years. Although the 
AAC was optimistic about finding Mahler a job in the United Kingdom, it was not 
until 1937 that he was appointed Assistant Lecturer at Manchester. 
Among the refugee mathematicians who had appealed to the AAC between 1933 
and 1936 and who came to the United Kingdom during the 1930s were Kurt 
Hirsch, Walter Ledermann, Bernard Neumann, Fredrich Levi, Werner Rogo- 
sinski, and Alexander Weinstein. Kurt Hirsch had been a student at Berlin, taking 
his doctorate in 1930. In 1928 he started writing for the Vossische Zeitung and 
emigrated to Britain when the paper ceased publication in the March of 1934. He 
had kept up his mathematical interests between 1930 and 1934 by attending a 
study group organized by Robert Remak, who was to die in a concentration camp, 
probably in 1942 at Auschwitz. (See [Mehrtens 19801 for an account of the life and 
death by suicide of Felix Hausdorffin 1942.) In 1934 Hirsch moved to Cambridge, 
where he studied under Philip Hall [Pin1 & Furtmtiller 19731. 
Like Hirsch, Walter Ledermann had been a student at Berlin. He passed the 
diploma examination in November of 1933, and although he wanted to continue 
his studies there, the application form required that he sign a declaration asserting 
that he was of “pure Aryan stock.” Being of “pure Jewish stock,” he tore up the 
form and emigrated to the United Kingdom [Ledermann, personal communica- 
tion, 19811. His cause was taken up by the International Student Service, and 
early in 1934 he became a student at St. Andrews, where he received a Ph.D. in 
1936. He applied to the AAC for help in October 1935. 
A letter (dated March 19, 1936) to the AAC from the Professor of Mathematics 
at Edinburgh, E. T. Whittaker, illustrates how tentative plans were made in an 
effort to secure positions for the applicants. This often required the consideration 
of distinct courses of action, dependent on financial considerations and decisions 
made elsewhere. 
W. Ledermann has been here this term, with a grant of f50 for the term from us. I think it will 
be possible to get a similar grant from some Edinburgh source for him next term; and indeed I 
have hopes that he may even be continued here in the next academic year. R. Rado is, I think, 
still being helped in Cambridge by Sir Robert Mond and so has not come here yet. I f  he does 
not come in October, it is just possible that we might be able to do something then for B. H. 
Neumann about whom you wrote. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Ledermann] 
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Neumann, who had left Germany during the racial purge of 1933, had just finished 
his postgraduate work at Cambridge under the direction of Philip Hall. 
Friedrich Levi, dismissed from the University of Leipzig in October of 1933, 
was briefly reinstated in a minor position, but was permanently displaced in 1935. 
He had been in England in 1934 and was anxious then to place his children in an 
English school. Although he was Jewish, his wife and children were not. This 
prevented him from being eligible to receive help for his family from Jewish 
organizations. But by the end of 1935, his son had been accepted without fee into 
Blundell’s School at Tiverton, and Levi had been appointed to the chair of mathe- 
matics at the University of Calcutta. 
Werner Wolfgang Rogosinski, born in 1894, was somewhat older than the 
other mathematicians in this group, and his service in the German army during the 
First World War had delayed his dismissal. Gabor Szezo-a colleague of Rogo- 
sinski at Konigsberg-anticipating his own dismissal, had accepted a position at 
Washington University at St. Louis in 1935. From there (on February 20) he wrote 
to the AAC inquiring about the possibility of a Carnegie fellowship for Rogosinski. 
Although a non-Aryan he was left temporarily in his position with respect to his war service, 
however under extremely sad material and moral conditions, the difficulties of which being 
steadily increasing. As you may imagine, he does not think it safe to write to you directly 
about these posts. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Rogosinski] 
The AAC was not optimistic. Since Rogosinski had not yet been dismissed it 
was not likely that the Carnegie Corporation would argue that he had met the 
conditions for receiving a fellowship. Thus the matter rested until November 
1935, when news reached Cambridge that Rogosinski had been officially dis- 
missed. Heilbronn called at the AAC’s office to pass on the news, bearing a letter 
from Hardy. 
I said I would let him have a note about the (new) case of Rogosinski. I don’t think that either 
he or I have any illusions about the likelihood of it being possible to do anything effective 
now. But the case is obviously a very hard one. . . . I f  he had been dismissed early, then it 
should have been possible to do something for him: 1 should put him quite as high, for 
example, as Szasz. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Rogosinski] 
But another two years passed before Rogosinski landed at Harwich. 
Alexander Weinstein was dismissed from Breslau in April 1933, just as he was 
about to be appointed at Berlin. Initially he had a fellowship in Paris, but by June 
of the following year he had applied for help to the AAC. The initial reply was 
discouraging; there could be no grant because funds had been exhausted. The 
Paris fellowship was extended to the end of August, but by September he was 
again applying to the AAC; in the following month he was in England. Hardy was 
consulted and was none too enthusiastic, but strong support came from Bro- 
detsky, Hadamard, and Horace Lamb, with the result that Weinstein was taken 
on by the Council to work with Hyman Levy at Imperial College, London. This 
grant, due to expire in the July of 1935, was renewed for a further twelve months 
following an appeal by Weinstein. 
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5. REACTIONS TO THE DISPLACED SCHOLARS 
The archives of the AAC contain information that sheds light on the response of 
individuals and institutions to this crisis. Not everyone was as eager to help the 
displaced scholars as were Beveridge and Hardy. Mordell had learned from 
McGill that the staff there were opposed to the appointment of a German scholar 
to a vacancy. This may have been due to a general hostility to foreigners, with or 
without an ingredient of anti-Semitism; or the reasons may have been entirely 
economic, since these were the depression years of the 1930s. While trying to 
secure an academic position for Fritz John, Courant encountered a similar reac- 
tion in the United States. On April 23, 1935, he wrote to the AAC. 
The unfortunate thing here is just now the growing resistance among the young academic 
people towards immigrants who might occupy jobs. For this reason I would not deem it wise 
for John to immigrate into America just now. [Academic Assistance Council archives, John] 
(For a detailed discussion on American attitudes, see [Reingold 19811.) 
The British government was subject to opposing pressures. There was, on the 
one hand, a tradition of accepting persecuted refugees from overseas (this was not 
entirely a philanthropic gesture, for immigrants often brought skills which bene- 
fited the host nation, and it was understood that such hospitality created a favor- 
able impression abroad). On the other hand, it was feared that if the country were 
flooded with foreign refugees, then before long either they would become a burden 
to the community or replace other workers who themselves would become a 
burden, (See [Sherman 19731.) Another source of anxiety-to become more acute 
later on-was the possibility that any relaxation of controls would act as an 
incentive to other governments to increase pressures on their Jewish minorities; 
the British government was aware that a large-scale influx of Jewish refugees 
could lead to racial tensions within the United Kingdom. However, the policies of 
the British government appeared to favor the work of the AAC. On April 12, 1933, 
the Cabinet considered the refugee question; it was pointed out that it would be in 
the public interest to 
try and secure for this country prominent Jews who were being expelled from Germany and 
who had achieved distinction whether in pure science, applied science, such as medicine or 
technical industry, music or art. [Sherman 1973, 321 
Three years later (September 8, 1936) the Home Office was able to claim that the 
existence of organizations such as the AAC had enabled the work of immigration 
to proceed quietly and efficiently; in fact representations from private organiza- 
tions had frequently led to concessions on immigration without public discussion. 
I f  it had then been proposed to open the doors of this country to six or seven thousand 
refugees of all classes from Germany there would have been so much criticism that the hands 
of the Home Office would have been very severely tied. In point of fact there has been little 
hostility to the policy of the rigid but sympathetic control exercised by the Home Office, with 
the result that several thousand desirable, industrious, intelligent and acceptable persons 
have been added to the population. [Sherman 1973, 731 
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But for some, there continued to be frustration and disappointment. Olaf Helmer, 
for example, was unable to obtain a position in Germany and in 1934 came to 
London. Following an introduction to Susan Stebbing at Bedford College, he 
became a research student, and two years later was awarded a Ph.D., Bertrand 
Russell being the external examiner. In June 1936, when he was offered a part- 
time post as a teacher at a public school in Newcastle, the AAC wrote to the 
Ministry of Labour for a work permit and the Allocation Committee extended his 
grant for three months. The permit was not granted, and in October an angry letter 
was sent to Stebbing from the AAC. 
I deeply regret the decision of the Ministry of Labour in refusing permission for Dr. Helmer to 
take the work offered him at Newcastle, and also the quite unforgivable delay at the Ministry 
in reaching this decision. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Helmer] 
It is difficult to say whether this resulted from delaying tactics on the part of the 
Ministry or if it was simply a case of bureaucratic incompetence. But Hardy was 
told that subtle pressures were being applied. In another case, Rado received his 
Ph.D. at Cambridge in June 1935 and immediately started looking for a permanent 
job. He applied for the chair at Calcutta and then a lectureship at Reading. 
Not much hope Calcutta. Has applied for post at Reading. Hardy says prospects good. 
[Academic Assistance Council archives, Rado] 
The chair however went to Friedrich Levi, and the lectureship, too, went else- 
where. The reason for the latter disappointment, as Hardy learned, is contained in 
a letter he wrote to the AAC in September of that same year. 
Rado is having another go at the Imperial College. Here again I know the professor involved 
(Chapman) very well. Neville, I know, tried to get Rado at Reading, but “the V-C [Vice- 
Chancellor] just wouldn’t face up to the Home Office.” The Imperial College has a certain 
quality of toughness, and if I could persuade Chapman (who will certainly be sympathetic at 
any rate) I should have slightly better hopes. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Rado] 
However, Rado was unsuccessful at Imperial College and had to fall back on the 
Mond grant for a further year. If, at first, there had been pressures on the Vice- 
Chancellor at Reading not to employ Rado, these pressures had, by the following 
year, disappeared or were no longer effective. Rado was offered an assistant 
lectureship at Sheffield, and the Home Office gave permission for him to accept. 
It cannot be denied that some refugees aroused faintly hostile reactions. In this 
large group of people, there were some who were abrasive and who were unable 
to adjust to new surroundings. Moreover, the terrifying ordeal of intimidation, 
fear, and upheaval had forced them into the unwelcome and unaccustomed role of 
supplicants, which surely contributed to friction, self-doubt, and misunderstand- 
ing. The surprising thing is that most refugees accepted their condition without 
such external manifestations of bitterness and awkwardness. A letter written by 
Hardy (about Weinstein) illustrates the problem: 
. . . he is a man whom it is easier to sympathise with than to like very much . . . he has had 
an unfortunate career and has acquired (perhaps not altogether without reason) a touch of 
general hostility to the universe. The result is that one can never quite accept his account of 
anything. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Weinstein] 
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Edward Murrow, then secretary of the Emergency Committee in the United 
States, had some harsh words about Felix Bernstein. 
No assurances. No chances. Could not make necessary adjustment. First rate pest. Emer- 
gency Committee carrying him on next year, but that final. [Academic Assistance Council 
archives, Bernstein] 
On the other hand, there are cases where the criticism may not be entirely justi- 
fied. Kaufmann, for example, was labeled by the AAC as too narrow and not 
willing to take a greater interest in general mathematics. 
My Council cannot indulge a person in an exaggerated belief in his own importance or in the 
indispensability of his remaining a specialist in the particular field to which he has devoted 
himself. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Kaufmann] 
A subsequent note on the subject is even more expressive. 
He regards himself as heading new crusade. . . . He is prepared to starve for the sake of 
topology. [Academic Assistance Council archives, Kaufmann] 
In at least one case the hostility was returned. The AAC was able to assist only a 
small number of mathematicians and, doubtless, many expectations were frus- 
trated. Michael Sadowsky had left Berlin in 1931 to work at the University of 
Minnesota, but was dismissed in December 1933. This may have been due to the 
economic depression, or to a lack of harmony between Sadowsky and his col- 
leagues. In December 1934 he was appointed at the University of Leningrad, but 
in 1937 he was again dismissed, this time for refusing to introduce (Marxist/ 
Communist) political ideas into his mathematics lectures and for refusing to re- 
nounce his German citizenship. In 1948 the Secretary of the AAC wrote to Sa- 
dowsky asking if he would like to have his publications returned, but the letter 
was sent back undelivered. Of the reasons stamped on the envelope, viz “un- 
known, refused, travelling, gone away, not claimed, deceased, insufficiently ad- 
dressed,” the second was encircled with red lines. The letter had been opened and 
stuck down again with the gummed edges of sheets of stamps. 
From the beginning, the AAC was able to provide funds for a number of 
scholars and to act as a center of information. It formed part of an international 
labor exchange, working with like-minded bodies in other countries, such as the 
Comite’ des Savants in France, the Emergency Committee in aid of Displaced 
German Scholars in the United States, the Notgemeinschaft Deutscher Wissen- 
schaftler im Ausland in Zurich, and the International Student Service in Geneva- 
and with the Jewish Professional Committee in the United Kingdom. As holder of 
the master file of refugee information, the AAC spearheaded this international 
effort. By July 1935,287 scholars had been permanently placed, one-fifth of these 
in the United Kingdom; the number of temporary placements there was almost 
equal to the total number placed elsewhere, 155 out of 336 [Academic Assistance 
Council 19351. (The League of Nations report in March 1935 gives slightly differ- 
ent figures, 170 out of 366 [High Commission for Refugees 19351.) By this time 
there were 8 mathematicians who had been placed temporarily in the United 
Kingdom, one (Heilbronn) with a permanent position. But the rble of the AAC 
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was not limited to the provision of funds, the operation of a labor exchange, or to 
negotiations with the Home Office over the entry of foreign nationals. While it 
continued to operate, the Council built up a fund of knowledge that would later 
help many refugees to deal with bureaucratic requirements: this included informa- 
tion about required documents and the officials and departments that had to be 
consulted. Thus, in 1940, when the British government introduced internment, the 
AAC was able to provide the information that would be put before the tribunals in 
appeals for the release of scholars. The effectiveness of the organization cannot, 
therefore, be judged solely in terms of the numbers of refugees receiving grants. 
The Second Report of the AAC (dated July 20, 1935) declared that there had 
been no substantial increase in the number of displaced German scholars, which 
then stood at around 1300. The Council would, therefore, end all emergency 
grants by July 1936, transferring to charitable relief agencies the responsibility for 
those who had not yet been reestablished. The Report contained a provision to 
continue to raise funds to establish a limited number of research fellowships. 
Twenty years later Beveridge questioned the decision of the Council to terminate 
emergency grants: 
Today I find it hard to believe that the members of the AAC seriously contemplated drawing in 
their horns, or that the pessimism of the July 1935 Report was more than a device for 
collecting financial support. [Beveridge 1959, 251 
Beveridge had been thinking of a change, a move toward a more permanent 
organization, He submitted a plan for a Trustfor the Preservation of Science and 
Learning, and in December 1935 the Executive Committee of the AAC gave its 
approval, but not without one small change. The aim of the new Society was to 
“protect” science and learning rather than to “preserve” it. In March 1936 Lord 
Rutherford formally announced the establishment of the Society for the Protec- 
tion ofScience and Learning. Fifty years later the Society is still in existence. Its 
initial work resulting from the upheavals in Germany during the 1930s is over, but 
the work of protection continues. 
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